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Earnings occupation reported members of the class of 1977 
averaged $18,400jn first year after law school, and $41,300 in the fifth year. 
1982, inflation-adjusted dollars, the first year arrount was $27,100.) In 1982, only 17% of 
class of had incomes below $25,000, 59% in the $25,-50,000 range, and 24% 
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majority of respondents were satisfied with their career overall and with the 
balance of family and professional life, income, ability to solve problems for specific 
clients, intellectual challenge, prestige· the community. There was one area of 
dissatisfaction: only 13% were highly satisfied with their ability to bring about social 
change. Overall, 72% of respondents were satisfied with their careers, and only 4% 
dissatisfied. Lowest of satisfaction were associated with low incomes, associate 
status a- m or nonsupervisory status elsewhere, and being unrr arried. The six 
aspects of career appar to make fairly equal contributions to overall 
satisfaction, with intellectual challenge and prestige having somewhat rr:ore weight 
the others. 
